
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATALYST WORSHIP BAND 

HANDBOOK 
 
REVISED // 
JUNE 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTENTS // 
 
* A Letter From Our Arts Pastor 
 
* Learning and Playing Songs 
 
* Corporate and Individual Expectations 
 
* The Audition Process 



CATALYST WORSHIP BAND 

HANDBOOK 

LOVE                                  +                                 GROW                                   +                            SERVE 

 
A LETTER FROM OUR ARTS PASTOR 

 
Thanks so much for your interest in being a part of the band at Catalyst.  We work hard to make sure 

that we do everything to the best of our ability and are excited that it has become something you would like 
to give your time and energy to. 

 
Whether you are already a believer or still checking this God thing out, know that Catalyst Worship 

Band’s main purpose is to bring glory to Him not to us.  We want to give Him the best that we have.  God 
has blessed Catalyst with some talented musicians and all of us continue to strive for excellence with every 
song we play. 

 
The following document will help lay out some of the specifics of how we operate and what we expect 

from everyone that is in the band.  Clear expectations help everyone operate with less stress because we 
all know what we are responsible for.  Whenever we play, there is stress on our shoulders because we all 
want it to be perfect.  Knowing that everyone involved knows his or her responsibilities, and that they are 
going to meet those responsibilities, lightens the load for everyone.  

 
One of the keys of success to any group, and especially a group of artists/musicians, is respect.  We 

must respect not only the leaders who are in charge, but everyone that is involved.  Here are a few ways 
that we show respect to each other: 

 
• Being prepared with our parts whenever we play. 
• Being on time for rehearsals and run-throughs. 
• Being conscious of the BIG picture.  Knowing that our part fits into a song that we are all 

playing together.   
• Being aware of who we are leading. While we are striving for perfection, it is not to show how 

good we are, but to show how good God is.  It’s His name on the line, not ours. 
• Being willing to be challenged.  We are all willing to accept constructive criticism and are willing 

to learn and try new things. 
 

I hope that this handbook can help you grasp what we are striving for and how we operate.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to give me a call at (214) 918-8611 or email me at sprang@catrow.org. 

 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 
Jonathan Sprang 
arts pastor | catalyst rowlett 
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LEARNING AND PLAYING SONGS 
 
We believe whole-heartedly that every instrument can be used by God to connect people to Him.  From a powerful 
vocal/lyric, to a drum build, to a beautifully played guitar solo, or a driving bass line.  It all is integral to creating an 
impactful experience for those seeking God. 
 
The question will arise sooner or later about specific parts and how we arrange and play songs at Catalyst. Our basic 
foundation is that each musician be able to play the original part(s) from the mp3 because when we play it together, 
we will be playing it just like the mp3. At the very least, we learn the specific sections of a song just like they are on 
the mp3, and allow for freedom, of the Worship Leader, to determine when to do each section. We do this for several 
reasons:  
 

1. We are limited on rehearsal time. Having parts laid out in advance allows each band member to know 
roughly where things are headed and what is to be expected from other musicians.  
 
2. Most tracks we would be playing have been tried and refined in a corporate worship setting already. Most 
of these songs were born in a local church for local churches. 
 
3. This gives us a solid and dependable foundation that we can build future arrangements.  

 
 
Click and Loops: We use a click track to keep us together on all of our songs.  This also allows us to utilize extra 
tracking that we call “loops” to fill out our sound and replicate the original as close as possible. 
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BAND EXPECTATIONS 
 
Corporate Expectations: 

• Musical Excellence 
o listen to the music on planning center  
o learn your part by “replicating” the original part 
o be willing to stretch & challenge yourself through suggestions & constructive criticism 
o every 6 months, complete a self-evaluation as well as be evaluated by the leadership  

• Time Commitment 
o attendance at all applicable rehearsals, sound checks, & events 
o personal private practice time 
o punctuality 

• Commitment to Catalyst 
o remember our purpose, playing in the band is not a “gig” or a “right” but a privilege, all of 

our efforts should point back to God and not highlight ourselves 
o regular attendance when not on the schedule is expected 
o be an example to those you are leading in worship 

• Team Commitment 
o be respectful & supportive of the Worship Leader 
o stay humble & focused 
o dress appropriately (funny for Catalyst), keep in mind you are on stage. Stay away from 

sweats or shorts...keep it cool casual. 
 
 
Individual Expectations: 

• Instruments 
o Drums: replicate the main groove & drum line from the original recording unless other 

direction is given from the Worship Leader 
o Bass: reflect the natural groove of a song & follow the drum pattern 
o Keys, Acoustic, & Electric: replicate the central hook or riff of the original recording. Be 

prepared to replicate a certain solo part from the original as well, to replicate the authentic 
sound (especially for cover songs). 

• Background Vocals 
o match & blend with the leader’s voice (timing, volume, intensity, tone, pronunciation, etc.) 
o be authentic in worship (not performance driven); worship on stage like you would worship 

in the audience. 
o replicate the main harmony line from the original recording unless other direction is given 

from the Worship Leader 
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HOW TO BECOME PART OF THE BAND 

 
We are so excited that you have shown an interest in joining the band at Catalyst! We have been blessed 
and are excited to share that experience with others. In an effort to give a clear path on the process of 
joining our team, we have outlined the following seven steps as our “application process.” If you have any 
questions along the way, please feel free to contact Jonathan Sprang at (214) 918-8611.  
 
The whole point of this process is for the leadership team to determine if you have the craft, character, and 
chemistry for this specific ministry of Catalyst Church.  It does matter how well you play, but attitude, 
personality, and chemistry play a huge part as well.  We want to do our best to ensure we can all work well 
together so we are free from distractions when leading our people in worship. 
 
The application process is a minimum three-month process as follows:  
 
STEP 1 - Fill out and return the Worship Band Application (available online at 
http://catrow.org/#/media/band ). 
 
STEP 2 - After you have turned in the Worship Band Application, you’ll receive an invite to 
www.planningcenteronline.com where you’ll be given access to our entire list of songs (charts, mp3s).  
You’ll also be told which song to prepare for an initial audition at one of our rehearsals. 
 
STEP 3 – Before you play an instrument, you will have an initial meeting with Sprang. This meeting is to 
go over the application process as well as talk through the expectations of those in the band. The objective 
of this meeting is to clearly communicate how we operate so you can know what you’re getting in to, and to 
give you the tools to succeed in this process.  
 
STEP 4 – (Month 2) Your initial audition will be on 1 song from the upcoming worship schedule, and be 
played during one of our regularly scheduled rehearsals. This is so we can see how you play and how well 
you can prepare on your own.  After your song, you will be asked to stay and observe the remainder of the 
practice so you can know what to expect if you end up in the band. 
 
STEP 5 – Jonathan will connect you with one of the senior members of the band in the position you’re 
auditioning, so you can grab coffee, talk and get their perspective. 
 
STEP 6 – (Month 3) For the final audition you’ll need to learn a portion (around 7) from our scheduled 
worship sets. (As a reference, we usually play around 50 different songs every year and it is crucial for you 
to learn the necessary parts of these songs for your instrument.)  You’ll receive the list one month before 
the final audition so you can prepare.  You will be called up to play 2 random songs from the list.  This is to 
see how well you can play on the fly and to give you a taste of the reality of playing in the band. 
 
 STEP 7 – Final meeting with Jonathan for evaluation of audition. 
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